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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

A NEW HIGH SCHOOL COURSE 

We mentioned in our last issue the conference which had been 
held between the Genesee Valley League of Nursing Education and 
the Department of Education in our own city, relating to the estab- 
lishment for our high schools of a special course preparatory to the 
profession of nursing. The approval of the necessary officials, local 
and state, has been obtained for this course, and the high schools in 
the city of Rochester have been authorized to grant a diploma for its 
completion. 

The following outline shows the course as it is to be offered 
in the East and West High Schools of Rochester, beginning February 

1, 1918: 

First Year 

English 

Latin 

Biology 

Commercial Mathematics (Va unit) 

Home Economics (V2 unit) 

Second Year 
English 

Italian (conversational) 
Botany or Zoology 
History 



Third Year 



English 

Italian (conversational) 

Household Chemistry 

History 

English 

Italian (conversational) 
Household Physics 
Home Economics 



Fourth Year 



365 
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CANADIAN NURSES AND RED CROSS SERVICE 
From different sources we learn that at some points in the United 
States, Canadian nurses are not enrolling in fair proportion for 
service with the American Red Cross. It has been suggested that 
this may be because of some misunderstanding as to their eligibility ; 
and we are asked to explain. 

For the regular army nursing service, of which the Red Cross 
is the reserve, citizenship has, until very recently, been a require- 
ment, and no nurse was allowed to enroll for that service until she 
had taken out her first papers. Foreign-born women knowing this, 
have perhaps concluded that citizenship was also required for en- 
rollment in the Red Cross. But such is not the case nor has it ever 
been. All that is necessary for enrollment in the Red Cross of either 
an American or foreign-born nurse is that she shall take the oath 
of allegiance to the United States. This oath does not affect the 
citizenship of the nurse, but is operative during the period of her 
employment in time of war. It reads as follows : 

Oath: I, of in the 

County of and State of 

do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States against all enemies, Foreign or Domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without 
any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faith- 
fully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help 
me God. 

We understand that Canadian nurses in some places in the United 
States are waiting to enroll in Canada, because of rank and higher 
salary. We are told that the Canadian government is naturally giv- 
ing preference to women trained in its own schools, who are now 
in that field. Canadian women who have been trained here should not 
be unmindful of their obligation to the country where they have 
chosen to live and work. They owe it to the United States, and 
more especially since it has joined forces with Canada, England and 
the other Allies, to enroll at once for service under the American flag. 

Canadian nurses have been and are still conspicuous in this 
country as educators, hospital administrators and organization lead- 
ers. While we cannot speak with authority, we believe that Canadian 
nurses make up a large proportion of the membership of the Ameri- 
can Nurses' Association. If these nurses do not enroll in sufficient 
numbers they will not only throw upon the American members of the 
profession an undue proportion of war service, but they will make it 
impossible for our army to have the trained service which they as 
members of the American Nurses' Association, acting through the 
Red Cross, have guaranteed to supply. 
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PROGRESS OP STATE REGISTRATION 

In drafting a bill for state registration, publicity is absolutely 
essential, that those to be affected by it may have an opportunity to 
express their approval or disapproval, and that those who are to come 
under its control may be satisfied with the requirements of the con- 
templated measure. 

Of the forty-six bills for state registration of nurses that have 
been passed in this country 3ince the first ones, in 1903, there is not 
one so absolutely perfect that any group of nurses can afford to 
copy it in all its detail. 

The following information regarding the Hawaiian bill has only 
recently reached us through the Chairman of the Red Cross Nursing 
Service Committee there : 

In March, 1917, Mr. J. A. Rath, head worker of Palama Settlement, Honolulu, 
Hawaii, went to the Island of Kauai to organize some settlement work. In the 
course of a conversation with Mabel Wilcox, a graduate of Johns Hopkins Hos- 
pital, he lamented the fact that the Territory of Hawaii had no registration law 
for nurses. This condition was especially deplorable as the Queen's Hospital, 
in Honolulu, had organized a training school for Hawaiian and part-Hawaiian 
girls. As a result of this conversation, Mr. Rath, Miss Wilcox, and Agnes Collins, 
then Superintendent of Nurses, Queen's Hospital, took up the matter of drafting 
a registration bill. This bill was modeled on that of the State of Massachusetts. 
On April 3, 1917, House Bill No. 377 was introduced by Representative C. H. 
Wilcox, and after a few changes had been made, it was passed and became a 
law, known as Act 163. 

It was not until this law went into effect that the majority of the nurses 
here knew that the matter of registration of nurses in the Territory of Hawaii 
was up before the Legislature. Therefore, at a meeting of the Graduate Nurses' 
Club of Hawaii, this law was thoroughly discussed, and Section 5 condemned, 
on account of the wording, "Any resident of this Territory," etc. The law is 
not definite enough in requiring that "any resident" shall be a graduate nurse, 
properly graduated from a recognized training school. A committee was there- 
upon appointed to interview the Honorable Lucius E. Pinkham, Governor of the 
Territory of Hawaii, to see if any change could be made. The committee reported 
that as the bill had already been signed, nothing further could be done until the 
next Legislature convenes in January, 1919. 

The board of registration consists of the following members: Dr. James R. 
Judd, chairman, 4 years; Dr. Grover Batten, secretary; Janet M. Dewar, Fabiola 
Hospital, Oakland, Cal., 3 years; Mary Johnson, St. Luke's Hospital, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., 2 years; Elizabeth Dutot, San Francisco Hospital, San Francisco, 
Cal., 1 year. 

The full text of the bill is given under Nursing News and An- 
nouncements. 

WHY EVERY NURSE SHOULD READ THE JOURNAL 

More and more frequently there come to us requests from women 
in different departments of nursing work, for information about all 
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sorts of things — things they would have known had they been readers 
of the Journal. 

To illustrate, in our mail yesterday we received a letter from the 
superintendent of a hospital, modestly asking that we send her a 
list of all the base hospitals that have been called into service, with 
an outline of their organization, where they are stationed, etc. Our 
reply was, "Read your August and November Journals." In the next 
mail a correspondent asked for references to The Nurse Anaesthetist. 
In order to comply, an employee took the better part of a half day to 
look over the files of the Journal. 

We often have letters from nurses who are to read papers before 
their alumnae or some other nursing body. In one case the writer 
wants an outline, another, to know where she can get the material, 
and a third, how to present the subject. One such naively asks, 
"What shall I say?" 

Our mail one day contained the inquiry, "How shall I conduct 
my graduating exercises?" Frequently we are asked for a history 
of the American Nurses' Association. And so the questions come, 
covering the widely varied and interesting fields of nursing. 

No person who even casually looks through the Journal, month 
by month, could be so absolutely in the dark as to what is going on 
in the profession, as are the scores of women who never take the 
trouble to read it until the need of some special knowledge forces it 
upon them. Of course, the first step in their re-education is in realiz- 
ing that the Journal is the place to turn to, for the help they need. 

Some wide-awake superintendents, noted for their able papers 
and especially for their reports to the board of managers, make no 
secret of the fact that they gather their most interesting material, 
month by month, from the Journal. 

In developing the Journal there has been constant and untiring 
effort to give in its pages a resume, month by month, of the nursing 
affairs of the world, not as a matter of gossip but as history. No 
other nursing journal can produce the same amount of authentic 
official information ; no other nursing magazine is purely educational 
in scope ; and beyond the cost of its production and a small return to 
the owners (the American Nurses' Association), no other nursing 
journal is so impersonal in its financial policies. 

For these reasons we are all deeply interested in the movement 
to include a subscription to the Journal in the membership dues of 
the American Nurses' Association — a movement which has now been 
recognized in the framing of the by-laws of a number of associations 
and is being considered widely by affiliated societies throughout the 
country. We cannot but feel that the adoption of this plan which 



Editorial Comment 369 

automatically makes every member of the national association a 
reader of the Journal, will tend to a greatly enlightened professional 
body. But this should be voluntary. 

ROCHESTER AS A BUSINESS CENTER 

The concentration of the Journal business in our home city was 
as much of a surprise to us as to anyone. Those of our readers who 
think of Rochester as only a little town up-state where all through 
trains to the bigger places stop either in the early morning or in the 
late evening, may be interested to know something more about it. 

One hundred and five years ago the first settlers came here from 
Virginia and started a sawmill on the banks of the Genesee River. 
In that time Rochester has grown to be a city fast approaching the 
300,000 mark. The river has considerable volume here, which is 
further increased by the three falls located within a distance of a 
little over a mile. As a result, there has been drawn to this point an 
unusual group of the higher grade of industries, many of them of a 
character especially interesting to nurses and hospital workers 
generally. 

Most prominent among these industries are the Eastman Kodak, 
camera, film, and photographic interests, which lead the world in out- 
put; the Bausch and Lomb Optical Company, engaged in the manu- 
facture of microscopes, astronomical instruments, range finders, 
binoculars, and lenses of every kind, and second to none, either in the 
quality or quantity of its products; the Taylor Instrument Company, 
with its standard clinical thermometers and sphygmomanometer 
(blood pressure instrument) ; the Castle Company, said to be the old- 
est concern in the country in the manufacture of sterilizers ; and the 
Ritter Dental Manufacturing Company, a dental supply house. When 
we add to these a large output in the better grade of women's shoes, 
men's clothing, and ivory buttons ; in filing devices and office systems, 
in carbon paper, typewriter ribbons, and check protectors; in soda 
fountain fruits and syrups, Beechnut products, and the Curtice 
Canning Company's Blue Label Ketchup, etc., we have only briefly 
indicated the variety of its more skilled industries, while the Vick 
Seed Company and the Ellwanger and Barry Nurseries with scores of 
smaller well-known firms have helped to make Rochester not only 
the headquarters of the nursery business of the United States but 
also an especially beautiful city. 

One has but to walk through the principal avenues in the early 
spring when the elms and maples and lindens are beginning to 
leaf, or later, when the trees are in full leaf and arching these thor- 
oughfares, or to go by trolley or automobile to any one of its five 
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large or numerous small parks, or better still, to attend one of its 
midsummer festivals at one of these parks, to realize how fortunate 
Rochester is in its physical setting. 

Educationally, too, Rochester is well in the foreground, for its 
public schools are unusually progressive. Added to these are the 
University of Rochester, ranking high among the smaller coeduca- 
tional universities of the country, an excellent technical school in 
the Mechanics Institute, and three theological seminaries. These give 
to Rochester that culture which is found only in a university center. 

The wealth derived from these industries and this culture have 
made possible the fostering of all branches of charity and particularly 
the development of a group of leading hospitals and training schools. 
In bringing all of the JOURNAL interests into this center we feel it has 
found a proper environment for growth in all its departments. 

THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE INTERSTATE SECRETARY 

The Interstate Secretary, Miss Eldredge, will be in Virginia 
when this magazine is issued, having partly surveyed New Jersey, 
Maine, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and the 
District of Columbia. Up to this time, January 15th, she has received 
invitations from Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Illinois, Kentucky, 
North Dakota, Washington, Oregon, Connecticut and Vermont. 
Associations in these states that would like to avail themselves 
of her presence while she is in their section will need to send 
such requests immediately to the Interstate Secretary, in care of 
the Journal office, 45 South Union Street, Rochester, N. Y. 

Invitations which could not be accepted at the time specified were 
received from Oklahoma, Tennessee and Indiana. If a sufficient 
number of requests should now be sent from these localities, the 
Interstate Secretary would be glad to arrange for such visits when 
she is traveling through neighboring states. 

CANADIAN SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Owing to the increase in postage between this country and 
Canada, we find it necessary to place Canadian subscriptions in the 
foreign class, the rate for which is $2.50. 



